NORTH ROYALTON
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Family Sunday, April 27, 2008
“Folk Psalms” Musical

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements Marianne Luther

Introit (10:30) C.V. Stanford
Chancel Choir

*The Call to Worship and Action (Psalm 100) Page 821

*Opening Hymn No. 347
(Please be seated.)

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offering

(Please sign the attendance pad at this time. If you are a visitor, include your address and phone number. Please hand the prayer cards to the ushers.)

Offertory
*Doxology No. 95
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

Scripture Lesson Psalm 67 (0.T. 529)

Anthem (10:30) W. Gaither
Chancel Choir

Prayer Time The altar is always open for prayer. You are welcome to come forward during the Call to Prayer.

Call to Prayer (10:30) S. W. Brown
. . Chancel Choir
Silent Prayer / Morning Prayer

Prayer Response (10:30) F. Mendelssohn
Chancel Choir

Hymn No. 213
*Passing of the Peace of Christ
Musical Drama

“Folk Psalms”
Directed by Rhoda Thompson; Choir Director, Denise Hynick; Accompanist, Brian Swab

Cast: Troubled Brittany Sisko (solo)
Narrator 1 Bill Thompson
Narrator 2 John Burks

«sing psalms,
hymns and
spiritual songs o

. . _ with gratitude ()
Psalmists:  Bob Hynick Craig Cehlar in your hearts

Ken Stahorsky Jim Weekley to God.
Chuck Gibson Colossians 3:16

Laurin Taylor Erika Thompson
Saara Preston Brianne Owens
Kelsey Hitch Allison Holmes
Brittany Sisko Cassie Avondet
Abby Thompson  Amber Zimmerman




Lord, Teach Us Reflections (Chapters 7 and 8)

Chapter 7

Before we can ponder the wrongs that we may have suffered in life, we are called upon to ponder the great wrong
that God has suffered through us. Then before we can talk about forgiving someone else we are made to ask for-
giveness for ourselves. Forgiveness may be the most political act that Christians possess. When we ask in the
prayer to be forgiven, we are taking ourselves out of being in control and allowing God to have the control again.
Not a real place of comfort zone for most of us. But to receive the gift of grace God offers, we must be humble
enough to realize we might indeed have need of the offered gift. It is the nature of God to forgive. Over and over
through the Old and New Testaments are accounts of an angered God who steps back and offers forgiveness where
we might have given only retribution. To be forgiven and to forgive is the experience of healing that calms the soul
and invites new life and new possibility. Only having received forgiveness will we find ourselves able to forgive.
Once a part of receiving the gift of grace we find ourselves able to give it to others.

Chapter 8

“The Christian life is no safe harbor, secure from storms and struggle.” (page 87) Because participation with Christ
means that we will find ourselves at war with powerful forces, we become those who pray to be saved. Salvation is
our blessing. We do not pray for individual salvation, but for “us” the faithful to be saved. “Lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil.” We are part of a larger drama, a larger experience of God’s love. “We are the
battleground where the living God fights the powers”... of evil in our world. (pg. 89) Salvation is an adventure, a
journey—not simply a destination. We may not know what the future holds, but we know who holds the future.

That information makes all the difference if we choose to accept the gift.
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In the hospital during the past week:
Alice Polomsky, in Parma Community General Hospital
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here are still open dates on our Altar Flower Calendar. Take a look (it's on the hallway bulletin board to
the left of the crib room) for dates that may be important in your family, and plan to remember a loved one
or celebrate an anniversary, birthday or other significant event.

P lease sign up for cookies for after-worship coffee hour. The list is on the Welcome Center table.

| To honor our Confirmands when they become members on May 11™ please bring greeting cards of
I congratulations and celebration to put into special bags on the altar for each of them. The Confirmands
| are: Nick Burks, Riley Hayes, Alyssa Herbell, Allison Holmes, lan Race and Jay Stazie.

I

I

IA Mother’s Day Brunch will be served by our Stewardship Committee on May 11" from 9:00 to 10:10
I am. There is no set charge but tickets will be required; you may make a donation to cover expenses

IWhen you get your ticket ~ available now and next Sunday in the narthex ~ or on May 11™ at the breakfast.

i



